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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I hope this finds all of you well and enjoying life. I
reluctantly note the “hard water” season is now upon us.
I used to say you just have to embrace Winter, but it’s
getting harder to hug some of her conditions. We sold the
skis and snowshoes, and fishing through the ice is just not
the comfort that shorts and a boat provide. Funny how
football and TV fishing shows can entertain when the
snow rules.
What is comforting is the status of Hackert Lake.
Fortunately, we have had another good year. I’m aware of
no serious accidents; we want all of the lake’s boaters to
have a safe experience. It is on that rare occasion when
someone is taking risks that each of us should engage the
problem, or call 911. Accidents happen when some think
the rules don’t apply to them. To me, it seemed the lake
received moderate use this year. The holiday weekends
were well attended as usual, but overall it seemed a
typical year.
The July 25, 2015 annual Association Meeting was well
attended and, we think, enjoyed by all. We again thank our
gracious hosts, Ed and Lou McCarthy. I want to recognize
our more than seventy members for their continued
support. Many of you even give a much-appreciated
donation in addition to your dues. I’ll admit it’s hard to
understand why a few choose not to support the
Association. Maybe it’s the $20 dues and they like getting
something free. Maybe their excuse is some years’ old
grievance against someone who is no longer even around.
Who knows? I strongly believe Hackert Lake, and its
riparians, are much better off having the Association
working on their behalf. A membership roll is available
through our Treasurer, Sandi Steckel. We solicit dues
early each year, but you can join anytime. Checks are to
be sent to: Sandi Steckel, HLA Treasurer, 1006 Olmstead,
Ludington, MI 49431.
Continued on page 2

President’s Message continued…
We are glad Dr Mike McKinney and WSCC again conducted the water
Quality Monitoring Program. (Editor’s Note: Visit our website for Water
Quality Monitoring reports from May through September of 2015)

Think Summer!

The analysis indicates the lake continues to be very healthy, with no
alarming trends. Dr. McKinney, assisted by a student, took samples at two
sites each month, May through September. Standardized analysis is made
for clarity, dissolved oxygen, nitrates, ammonia, chlorophyll, coliform, PH
and phosphate. The cost is $500, which is very reasonable compared to
what the typical “consultant” would charge.
The Eurasian Milfoil status continued to be subdued. It could be that the
weevils are propagating and continue to keep the EWM in balance. Or, that
EWM is in a cyclical decline in many of the northern states. In either case,
we should enjoy our favorable situation while it lasts. Note the recent report
of Starry Stonewart in Pentwater Lake. Those folks are looking at many
thousands of dollars in consultant’s fees and herbicide treatment costs.
Starry Stonewart forms dense mats which crowd out other desirable
vegetation and harms the fishery.
The Lake Improvement Board (LIB) has conducted two meetings this year,
March 2, 2015 and October 5, 2015. The meeting minutes are on the
website. Basically, the board sees no existing lake problems requiring
action. There is a balance of $11,000.00 in the special assessment tax
district’s account.
Don’t forget to periodically review our website at www.hackertlake.org. It
contains much more information than we can put in a newsletter. Also,
remember you can receive our newsletters via email, and we save the
postage. Just make the request to Sandi Steckel: snorky1940@charter.net.

Mark your calendar for the
Hackert Lake Association Annual Meeting
on Saturday, July 23, 2016.

Details to follow.

Don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions, comments, or suggestions.

Remember to check the Hackert Lake
Association Website at www.hackertlake.org
for more information.

John Ochs, President, HLA

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

EDITOR’S NOTE:
The Ochs household experienced a problem with Oak Wilt this summer.
Please read John’s article, “Our Oak Wilt Experience” on page 6.
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Articles may be submitted for the website
in PDF format or in Rich Text format to:
Lou McCarthy at elmccarthy@charter.net
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Our Oak Wilt Experience

Lake Improvement Board
NOTICE OF OPEN POSITION
The Hackert Lake Improvement Board has
an open position. A description of the
board and its function may be found
below. Ideally, a candidate would be a
riparian and resident of Amber Township.
The position entails little time and effort,
just someone with the best interests of
Hackert Lake at heart. Watch for a notice
in the Ludington Daily News. Anyone
seeking information may call John Ochs at
231-233-2704 or Jim Gallie at 231-7570377.

HACKERT LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD UPDATE:
The Hackert Lake Improvement Board (LIB) was
established in 2004 through the efforts of Hackert
Lake Association. Pursuant to Michigan state law,
the necessary number of signatures was obtained
on a petition and presented to Amber Township.
After review, the township passed a resolution to
establish the LIB.
The LIB has the authority to identify a lake problem,
create a management plan, award contracts,
establish a special assessment district (SAD), and
approve taxes to pay for implementation of the plan.
As of November 2015 the LIB has implemented two
multi-year plans, both primarily for the control of
Eurasian water milfoil.
By law, the board has five members:
1: Mason County Commissioner, Curt VanderWall,
Chairperson
2: The Drain Commissioner, or his/her
representative, Richard Plowe
3 & 4: Two appointments from/by Amber Twp Board,
Rick Ruba & one other (see open position notice above)
5: One representative from Hackert Lake
association, John Ochs
As of November 2015, the LIB has approximately
eleven thousand dollars ($11,000.00) on account.
A new plan is not contemplated because there are
no perceived problems. No meetings are scheduled
for 2016. At the last meeting on October 5, 2015* the
Board decided to schedule a special meeting when
requested by any member of the board.
*Minutes are available on the HLA website
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Hackert Lake Dues

A NOTE FROM TREASURER, SANDI STECKEL:
January 2016

We are proud that the Association’s dues have remained the
small amount of $20 all these years. We spend your money
very carefully. We have averaged over seventy members for
many years now. Many members also choose to make a
donation with their dues, for both of which we are very
thankful.

1006 Olmstead Street
Ludington MI 49431
231-425-3912
Greetings to everyone,
This is just a note to inform all of you that I had back surgery on
September 9 and I’ve been home just healing as the therapist tells
me and I have a few more weeks to go before I will be able to do
much. Doing nothing but watching TV, and a little knitting is getting to
me. I would just like to get up and clean, do laundry, make a bed,
take garbage out, etc. All of this I need to have someone do for me. I
have to use a walker and, of course, I can’t lift, so I need someone to
take me and be able to take walker with.
I have two very good friends that have been with me from day one
and come and do things that need to be done and now I can go out,
they can take me shopping. It was so nice to get out and just smell
fresh air and see other people.
Those of you that are going south or west this winter, I hope you
have a wonderful winter. We will look forward to seeing you in the
spring.
Those of us that stay here all winter, I hope we have a very mild
winter. I know those that like the snow will be wanting enough to ski
and snowmobile, etc.
I hope you all enjoyed the holidays and I wish all of you, no matter
where you are, a wonderful winter!
Sandi, Treasurer
PS: After a recent doctor’s appointment, I have a better look at the time I
will have left to heal. Healing is still ongoing and will be for another
month or so. But I have been given some leeway of what I can do. I can
drive, I can go anywhere I want, I can bend a little. It doesn’t seem like
much, but it helps the attitude. I know I’ve pushed the limits at times and
I really am trying to be good, but sometimes it just happens and I say,
“Oops!” But I am on the mend, and that is what counts.
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As a member fo the Association, you gain our efforts on your
behalf. There is influence in numbers; we have a relationship
with the DNR, DEQ, Amber Township and Mason County in a
way an individual doesn’t. We can serve as a resource to our
members and are always available to answer questions,
provide information, and act on members’ behalf. You are
better off as a member than on your own. If you haven’t
joined in the past, please re-think your position and give us a
chance.
We solicit dues early each year, but they can be paid
anytime. Send your check to:
Sandi Steckel, HLA Treasurer
1006 Olmstead Street
Ludington MI 49431
And Thanks!

In Memoriam
The Hackert Lake Association and its members extend sympathy
and condolences to the family and friends of our lake residents
who passed away in 2015.

Jerry Justice
Gloria Purcell
James Zeman
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