HACKERT LAKE ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING ATTENDANCE
Saturday, July 19, 2014

MEMBERS ATTENDING (32):
Joyce Grassa

Sandi Steckel

Bob Haupt

Gail Kowalski

Ed & Lou McCarthy
Pat & Stub Willick

Paul & Mary Ann Schultz
John & Linda Ochs
John & Raina Barbrick
Laurie Hamilton

Rick Ruba

Jerry Barchett

Ed Sanders

Paul & Sue Dykman
Don & JoAnn Fletcher
Dan & Jan Bialas

Ron & Sue Bailey

Mary Reeds-Mortensen
Jim & Julie Corby

Jim & Tami Thompson
Jerry Justice

GUESTS (3):
Mike and Kathy McKinney
Bev Timpy



HACKERT LAKE ASSOCIATTON
ANNUAL MEKTING
JULY 19, 2014
MoCarthy Residence,  6:04) pm
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Wb site status, news letter new secretary 7

Treasurer Report: Sandi Steckel
Membership

br. Mike McKioney, WSCC, Professor of Biology, Chair of Science
Waler Quality Monitoring Program
Stutus of Lthe Lake: John Ochs
Waulleye plani, 6-16-14
Hi speed boating sign
“Our Opinion”

LIR repart

Fossible donatian to Amber Towoship: John (ehs
Picture(s), $200 7

Weevil Projects:  Bob Haupt
Snail mail vs electronic ?  Advize Sundi Steckel
Solicitation of opininns, coomments, questions, input,

Adjuourn



HACKERT LAKE ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
Saturday, July 19, 2014

WELCOME & ROLL:

President John Ochs, called the meeting to order at 6:10 PM at the home of Ed & Lou
McCarthy on Hackert Lake. Thirty-two (32) members attended. This number included officers
and Hackert Lake Association (HLA) Board members. John Ochs welcomed everyone and
thanked the McCarthys for hosting the meeting.

INTRODUCTION OF OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS, AND WSCC REPRESENTATIVE:

« John Ochs introduced the Hackert Lake Association Officers and Board Members present.

e He also recognized guests, Mike & Cathy McKinney. Mike is from West Shore Community
College and is instrumental in the water quality monitoring of Hackert Lake.

« ELECTION OF OFFICERS, BOARD MEMBERS

e John announced that on May 22, 2014 the HLA Board elected him President. John now
asked for endorsement of his election from the membership present at the Annual Meeting.
Gail Kowalski made a motion to accept John Ochs as Hackert Lake Association Board
President. Paul Schultz seconded. The show of hands vote was unanimous. Motion carried.

« John motioned that he be elected President by acclamation. Joyce Grassa seconded.
Motion carried.

e John Ochs made a motion to re-elect the current HLA Board members, with the exception of
the Secretary, Lou McCarthy, by acclamation. Lou seconded. Motion carried.

SECRETARY’S REPORT:

e Secretary Lou McCarthy asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the 2013 Annual
Meeting without reading them aloud, as they had been posted on the HLA website all year.
Dan Bialas made the motion. Gail Kowalski seconded. Motion carried.

o Lou expressed her desire to step down as HLA Board Secretary. She offered to continue to
function as editor of the newsletter and HLA website.

« Lou also gave a short update on the website and asked if the membership was satisfied
with its status and the twice-a-year newsletter. The consensus was positive.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

o Treasurer Sandi Steckel gave her report. (see attachment 1) As of 7-19-14, there is a current
balance of $3.432.71 in the checking account with a paid membership numbering 72.

« Paul Schultz made a motion that the Treasurer’s report be accepted as read with no
corrections necessary. Bob Haupt seconded. Motion carried.

HACKERT LAKE REPORT FROM DR. MIKE McKINNEY:

e Dr. Mike McKinney, WECC Professor of Biology, Chair of Science Water Quality Monitoring
Program commented positively on the condition of Hackert Lake. The 5-year report showed
Hackert Lake to be clean and healthy. McKinney expressed his pleasure with the results of
the study. (see attachment 2)



PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

John Ochs began his report by stating that the Mason County Walleye Association and the
DNR planted 16,000 walleye fry in Hackert Lake on 6-16-14. A letter of thanks and a
donation of $200 will be sent to the Walleye Association. (see attachment 3)

Township Supervisor, Jim Galley, got a new high-speed boating sign for our boat launch
and Bob Haupt installed it. John recognized Rick Ruba and Ed Sanders as the “Water
Patrol” people on the lake and suggested that if members see boaters in violation of water
safety rules and speed limits they should contact Rick or Ed. People may also call 911 to
report violations.

At the HLA Board meeting of May 22, 2014, the Board adopted a document entitled “Our
Opinion” as its official stand on the care and upkeep of Hackert Lake. (see attachment 4)

John was pleased to announce that the Hackert Lake Improvement Board (LIB), created in
late 2004 through Amber Township, approved and adopted the document “Our Opinion” by
a 4 to 1 vote on 7-15-14. Rick Ruba agreed that the LIB adopting the document as its
official policy for Hackert Lake was a significant achievement.

Paul Schultz commented that three of the LIB board members who are not residents of
Hackert Lake declined to learn more about our lake. Paul expressed the importance of the
Hackert Lake Association supporting our representatives on the LIB, Rick Ruba and John
Ochs.

Pat Willick asked if the LIB had discussed the use of herbicides on Hackert Lake. John
Ochs said it hadn’t been officially discussed yet, but there were two proposals on the table
from Pullman and Groves. A survey of the lake is necessary before any recommendation
can be made on the proposals. Paul Schultz noted that the new chairman of the LIB, Curt
VanderWall, wants to bring in consultants for chemical weed control on the lake. Rick and
John were pleased that the document “Our Opinion,” endorsed by the HLA Board, was
adopted by the LIB and said that it showed the power of an active lake association board.
The secretary position on the LIB, vacated by Ed Sanders, has not been filled as yet.

John Ochs noted that Township Supervisor, Jim Galley, is a friend of Hackert Lake and was
in attendance at the 7-15-14 LIB meeting.

Jim Galley is initiating a beautification plan for Amber Township Hall. He is asking for
pictures of Hackert Lake to be hung in the hall. John and Linda Ochs brought an aerial
picture of Hackert Lake to the meeting. They propose to donate it to the township. Jim
Galley is also soliciting donations for the beautification process. John Ochs asked if the HLA
would be willing to donate $200 to the cause. Ed Sanders made a motion to donate $200 to
the Amber Township Hall beautification project. Paul Schultz seconded. Motion carried. The
next Amber Township Board Meeting will be this Monday, July 21st, at 7:00 PM. John Ochs
will attend and make them aware of the donations. (see attachment 5)

OTHER REPORTS:

Bob Haupt reported that there is a process being used by Tom Hamilton to raise weevils.
John Ochs said that weevils are no longer available through EnviroScience. Using
Hamilton’s process, it might be possible for interested parties on Hackert Lake to raise their
own weevils. Bob can get more information on this for those interested.

Lou McCarthy and Sandi Steckel asked for a list of anyone wishing to receive
communications from the HLA via email instead of traditional mail. The newletter and other
communications will be sent electronically, saving the HLA postage.

Bob Haupt also asked that any new residents of the lake please sign up so that the
Welcoming Committee can follow up with them.

There being no further comments, discussions, input, Ed McCarthy motioned that the meeting
be adjourned. Gail Kowalski seconded. Meeting adjourned at 7:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Lou McCarthy, Secretary
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Attachment 2

Jure . 2014

Tor the [Tackert | ke Ansocilior,

Five wears ao, L sent a lotior fo vou concemning the water qualily moriluring
program that WSCC perlorms for area lake assacialions. There were three ahjectives
that we had inplace.

[, The fist objective is for the education of oue smudents,  Lhis program offers
an oppertunity for the student 1o gaim hands on experience in the
envirenmental seivness which prepanss hem for advanved science und
covirgrnmental classes.  The procedures and equipment that vee use are
cauivalent. 1o the methads and equipment described in the DN Lake Stanis
und ‘I'rends protocal Tor inland lakes.  The stadent works uader the dircetion
ol'a teained ccscarch scicntist for help in procedure and evaluation of 1esults,

2. The second objective 1% lo mimitar T waler gualily and averall healih ol the
Take,  This acis as an early warning for 2oy chianges in the lake environment
Onee a month. we moniwe disselved oxygen, tomperature, chiorophyll,
aitrarcs. ammonia, phosphates, turbidity, coliforms, hardness, and pH.

3. Fipally, an indircet purpose ol this progmm is commumily invalvemenl.  The
stadenl, the college. znd the lake asseciations all benefit from this program.

Theze oblectives are still in placs.

We haye monilored the take already an June 5 and plan W have Qoes more Gates
this summer.  The yuality of the lake is very good.  The nitiares, phosphates, and
colifoms ure well helow the danper level. [ will be providing the results later this
menth. [ hope that the association that WSCC has with the Hackort. Take Associalion
cantinues for the near and far fulure.

Sincerely,

Michael A. McKinney, PhD.
Pratessor ol Hinlogy
Chair of Science
West Shore Community Colleac



Attachment 3

June 26, 2014
Mr. Carter Eoles
President
Mason County Walleye Association
PO Box 118, Ludington Mi. 49431

Dear Carter,

On behalf of Hackert Lake Association, I thank the Association, and the DNE_ for the recent
planting of smxteen thousand (16,000) walleye fiy in Hackert Lake. Ower the years, the
Association has been very kind to Hackert lake and we are very appreciative. A $200 donation
check from the Hackert Lake Association is enclosed.

Hackert Lake continues to be very healthy, with no conditions of concern, and enjoys a

thrving fishery. We wish the Association contimued success in its commendable efforts to
benefit Michigan’s walleye fishery.

Very truly yours,

John Ochs

President, Hackert Lake Association

Cc: Scott Heintzelman, DNE



Attachment 4

L oo
As adopted af the May 22, 2004 HLA Board Meeting
And, atthe 7-15-14 1B Meeting
Buckgronnd:
The lake 1z healfhy, wiith no evident problems,
Fizhing, hoating, swimming, cle. are as pood as evern
The only predictable complaints woabd be that several lake front ewners find their dock
syurrounckad by vegetation of some sort, not necesserily BWM. Uhis is a condifion which can b
controfled by the dock owner.
Sorne take wl theit dock, some havs used mats. See wawlakemat.com Tn 2015, bwo owners
pulled parmits wad had A&S1 Col apply heibicide.
We have had these fall vesclalion surveys, the last in 2015,
We have had vearly water quality moniloring by WSCC at two sites, five months each year.
Woewils have been planted sines 2004,
Tharse who spend many hours on the lake each vear huve wn accurale knowledge of the vepelation
comditions. W see where the vepetation is, the type, and concentration.
Tn the years in which weevils have been planted, less than $10,000/vear (lux B) has been spent.
Itwould be casy Lo spendd 550 Ef5r on a lake of similar size. (refl Pleasant Lake, Washienaw Co.)
The literature on the wieevil is mixed, effective on some lakes, nol very elieclive vn olhers. There
are a number ol vuriables, [t would be Lulty thinking to conclude “the weevils work™, or “the
weevils don’t work™. [UTs rrelevant 1 e weevils “worled” on a Wisconsin lake, and “did not
world” on o Minnesols ke, ALl that mattors s have the weevils worked on Hacleern [ ake 7
In the opinion of Hackerl Lake Associalion, (ke weevils have worked on Hackert 1ake.
I'he data from Fnviroseicned is supporlive of owr direct observation.
[nvestigation imo the world ol herbicides opens up a whole new arena of debate.
Approximately $14.0000 iz in the LIB sccount. 11 was appropriated primarily for weevils.
Loy apeod it wisely.

Huggestions: :

1. Continue Lhe anopal water quality momlormg by WEOCCL L s relatively chsap ($500),
credible, and would detect any harmiful end(s).  ‘The progeam is consistent with the
stundurd,

2. Postpone any more “data gofhering” 1or sl least 2004, and 2015, 1t is not only expensive,
bul, for the most part, tells s what we can sce with our own eyes, 11 s ol jostifiable lo
spend taxpayer money on consultants to tell us what we can sce lor ourselves,  Lxponsive
datn mathering might be justified in the futare itz perceived problem develops.

3. The LIB should invile experienced consultants stich as Doug Pullman, lony Ciroves, and
Coriney Marguette of BnviroScience to presenl.  Tnvile ome or two caperienced herbicide
applicators Lo presenl. Milee McKinney of WSO should be inviled, or requested Lo submil a
written description of the water quality monitoring program.  Thers are a greul many
questions to be addressed regarding consubants, herbicide applicatars, and an eftective lake
management program for Hackert Lake.

4. ‘The LIB membery should visit [Tackest Lake at lzast one, or mare, times this year to have a

petsonal nowledge of the lake.

If weevils are pvailable, plurg 5,000 in 2015, and 5,000 in 2016,

6. Conlinoe to educate oursclves with lake management knowledge,

For now, “do nothing™ iy o vinble oplion.

. LA

-



Attachment 5

Mr. Jim Gallie
July 20, 2014
Supervisor, Amber Township Board

Dear Mr. Gallie,
It was appreciated that you attended the Hackert Lake Improvement Board meeting on July 15, 2014.
We are grateful the meeting, and future ones, are to be conducted at the Hall. At the meeting you described

the Amber Township hall beautification project. We commend your effort.

This is to confirm the donation of a framed aerial photo of Hackert Lake, with a smaller framed
description of Amber Township’s beautiful gem.

The Association also hereby presents a donation check in the amount of $200, for the project.

Very truly yours,

John Ochs
President
Hackert Lake Association



